
 
                    
                                                          

 
                                

 
 

 
 

 
 

                  
                 

               
 

 
                  

                 
   

  
 

                    
    

 
   

                 
                

                
                

                 
     

               
  

 
   
                 

              
 

                
                

 
               

                  
  

 
 

                
                  

 
                     

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Nathan D. Quesnel 
Superintendent of Schools 

1110 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108 Tel: (860) 622-5107 Fax: (860) 622-5119 www.easthartford.org 

Date: 3/27/20 

Dear East Hartford Families, 

We hope you are well and taking care of your first priority–keeping yourself and your family safe and 
healthy in these difficult times. We have so appreciated the outpouring of support we have received from 
our students, teachers and community during this moment of concern and despite the fear we face, 
inspired at the good we see in those around us. 

Over the past two weeks, we have been busy building a new Distance Learning Plan (DLP) that we will 
officially implement with you and your children on Monday, March 30, 2020. Please always know that we 
are here to support you, to answer your questions, and to learn together!  Let’s not let the quest for the 
perfect plan to be the enemy of our next good step…rather, let’s grow together! 

The focus of this letter today is to review how you can access the lessons, and activities our team has been 
developing over the past week.  Thanks in advance for reading carefully! 

Elementary (PreK-Grade 5) Students Access to the DLP: 
In addition to posting all content on the EHPS Distance Learning Plan site, paper copies will be available 
for students in Grades PK-5 that can be picked up between 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m., weekdays at ten 
East Hartford Public Schools Meal Sites. However, as the health crisis caused by COVID-19 continues to 
evolve, we are concerned about sustainability of this level of access and caution parents on becoming 
over-reliant on paper copies—If at all possible, please use our website. In addition, our teachers will 
closely be communicating with you via Classroom Dojo and Remind.  These are free applications that are 
currently widely used across schools with high levels of connectivity. We encourage you to work to 
develop your familiarity with these resources. 

Secondary (Grades 6-12) Students Access to the DLP: 
Secondary students will access the DLP using the EHPS Distance Learning Plan site. By clicking on the 
Student Resources tab on the plan, students will easily navigate through multiple folders organized by 
grade level or for high school students by course content area.  This content will be updated on a weekly 
basis with content for the upcoming week. In addition, our teachers will be closely communicating with 
students via Google Classroom. Please be sure your child has access to their Google Account passwords 
that were sent home from schools this week. For students in our secondary schools who do not have the 
technology to access our district website, our teachers and administration have been hard at work this 
week contacting you. Plans for paper copies have been made but based on emerging health concerns due 
to COVID-19, we continue to be concerned about the sustainability of these plans. 

Technology/Connectivity 
To access the EHPS Distance Learning Plan site, please use your family’s personal computer, laptop, tablet, 
cell phone and even Xbox (directions provided here). While we recognize that home devices may be dated 
or at times need to be shared across the family, this plan has intentionally been built for accessibility and 
ease of use. As such, you will find that most of the content is PDF to improve accessibility. In addition, 

http://www.easthartford.org/
https://www.easthartford.org/distance_learning_plan
https://www.easthartford.org/distance_learning_plan
https://www.easthartford.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_19398796/File/News%20Alerts/Coronavirus/Meal%20Distribution/OFCP%20Meal%20Distribution%20Flyer%20PRINT2%20English.pdf
https://www.classdojo.com/
https://www.remind.com/
https://www.easthartford.org/distance_learning_plan
https://www.easthartford.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=19398883&pageId=23649631
https://classroom.google.com/h
https://www.easthartford.org/distance_learning_plan
https://www.easthartford.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=23651145


                
                  

             
  

 
 

               
                

                
              
                     

                  
             

 
 

 
                   

                   
                
                

 
 

                   
 

 
   
  
   
  

 
   

                    
                  

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
      

please take advantage of low cost or free internet access being offered by multiple providers during this 
time period. Please also know that over the coming weeks, the district is working on several high-level 
partnerships to provide resources to potentially expand our ability to offer limited devices across the 
district.  We will let you know as more details emerge. 

Communication with Teachers 
As you know, teachers have been reaching out to families this week, helping to maintain ongoing 
communication between home and school during this challenging time. If you received a call from a 
blocked number, this may have been your child’s teacher, please answer the phone! In addition, our 
teachers are using multiple forms of technology including calling from Google Accounts so please be 
prepared for a variety of numbers to show up on your caller ID. If you were unable to receive the call, 
voicemails are being left that let you know when there will be a call-back. Please take these 
communication opportunities to share important information about your child, her/his reaction to the 
new form of learning, and your observations of how things are working. 

Schedules/Routines 
In the current environment, it can be challenging to set up a home schedule that works for all family 
members. In some households, adults will be available in the morning to be part of student learning while 
in others, the evening hours will make more sense. The important thing is for children to be encouraged 
to engage in the activities provided by teachers just as they are motivated to engage in the learning and 
skill-building that naturally occurs daily in families. 

Here’s a list of some ideas that you can use to help your student participate in learning experiences at 
home during the school closure: 

▪ Assist your child in identifying a quiet space to complete class assignments; 
▪ Create a schedule with your child; be sure to plan breaks; 
▪ Remain calm and reassuring; 
▪ Communicate with the teacher as needed. 

East Hartford, we are ready for this, we have to be ready for this!  Together with the students we share, 
we can use the new DLP to help promote learning and discovery in your homes. We thank you in advance 
for all of your efforts on behalf of your children and for your patience as we partner in this dynamic and 
meaningful work! 

Sincerely, 

Nathan Quesnel 
Superintendent 
East Hartford Public Schools 

https://www.internetessentials.com/covid19

